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“CLUSTER FOOD+I. La Rioja”
	Background 

	The cluster FOOD+I is a just created cluster dealing on  41 agro-food sector companies, 3 RTD and 3 Regional administrations, from La Rioja, Spain.  
The cluster’s activities strategic plan was presented in 2008, so it is an incipient cluster, in which the Regional Public Administration is implicated through the DIRECCIÓN GENERAL DE INNOVACIÓN DEL GOBIERNO DE LA RIOJA.
The cluster arose from the AIDIA (Association for the Research and Development of the Agro-food Industry in La Rioja), and the different local and regional stakeholders have been identified working in the agro-food sector. 

In the last years, collaborations with entities related to health have been initialized, because the cluster considers strategic to establish collaborations with interdisciplinary sectors. 

The capacity of innovation in the agro-food sector is found in every task along the “from Fork to farm” chain, including in how this sector could affect to the consumers. 


	Overall Objective of the cluster

	· To promote activities to increase the innovation and creation level of new innovative companies and of a technological base.
· To develop new products related to new tendencies
· To provide a quality training of the participating companies’ staff
· To support the spin-offs creation

· To support the internationalisation of the companies.


	Research fields of the cluster 

	· To enhance the cooperation between the companies in the agro-food sector.

· To change the way of thinking and the organization from the product sector to Business, taking into account the market tendency towards wider ranges. 
· To gain technological and product especialization and innovation from SMEs. 

· To generate a competitive own.

· To take advantage of opportunities that the “Ready to eat dishes” sector offers, through research and development of processes and products.

· To structure the technological help developed by the most practical: Business. 


	Cooperation interests of the cluster

	· FP7-REGIONS-2010-1

· FP7 Regions of Knowledge

· DG RTD – Unit B3

· We are looking for mature clusters dealing with Food, nutrition and health or with complementary topics.

· The cluster deals on 41 agro-food sector companies, 3 RTD and 3 Regional administrations

· NB: we are not willing to coordinate the consortium.
· Possibility of enrolaged with a Czech agro-food cluster and a Belgian agro-food cluster


	Contact details

	Name: Amaia Fernández 
Entity: Zabala Innovation Consulting

e-mail address: amaiafernandez@zabala.es
telephone: (+34) 948 198000

fax: (+34) 948 198448

Name: José Ignacio Barriobero Neila
Entity: CTIC

e-mail address: jibarriobero@ctic-larioja.es
telephone: (+34) 941 369263

fax: (+34) 941 369259
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