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PARTNER SEARCH FORM

Area of interest: Plant Natural Products
date of publication of this form: 20th September 2010
answers expected BEFORE: 20th October 2010
	GENERAL INFORMATION

	Name of organisation*: Heliopolis University, SEKEM Group

	Type of organisation*: Private Non-Profit University + SMEs
Public Body (Research Organization/University/lab)  
SME/ SME Association    
Other private actor 
Not for profit organization    
Regional body/agency
Other (specify)

	CONTACT PERSON 

	name*
	Dr. Jane Guirguis Hanna

	country
	Egypt

	address
	3 Cairo-Belbeis desert road, P.O. box: 2834 El-Horreya, Cairo, Egypt

	tel*
	+20 101 192 380

	Fax
	+20 226 564 123

	e-mail*
	ssp@hue.edu.eg 

	TYPE OF PARTNER SEARCH*:

	•• FP7 SPECIFIC CaLL 

 NO SPECIFIC CALL/EXPRESSION  of interest (only if relevant)

	CONSORTIUM*
	POSITION within consortium*

	••Create a new consortium

 Join an existing consortium
	 As a Coordinator

•• As a Partner

	IF FP7 RELEVANT CAll:

Area of interest

	COOPERATION
	CAPACITIES

	 1 – Health

•• 2 - Food, agriculture, fisheries and biotechnologies

 3 – ICT

 4 – NMP

 5 – Energy

 6 – Environment (including climate change)

 7 – Transports (including aeronautics)

 8 – SSH

 9 – Space
 10 – Security
	 Research infrastructures

 Research for the profit of SMEs

 Regions of knowledge
 Research potential

 Science in society

 Support to the coherent development of research policies
•• International cooperation



	PEOPLE
	IDEAS

	 Initial Training networks Networks (ITN)
 Intra European fellowship (IEF)
•• European Reintegration Grants (ERG)

 Cofunding (COFUND)

 Industry-Academia Partnerships and Pathways (IAPP)
 International Outgoing Fellowships (IOF)

 International Incoming Fellowships (IIF)

 International Reintegration grant (ERG)
 Marie Curie “Researchers’night”

 Marie Curie Awards
	•• Starting Independent research grant

 Advanced Investigator grants




	CALL DETAILS

	CALL IDENTIFICATION (according to WP):  KBBE.2011.1.2-03
	DATE OF PUBLICATION: 
July 2010
	CLOSURE DATE: 
Jan 2011

	PROJECT INFORMATION

	ACRONYME & TITLE: 
Acclimatization of Novel Species in Cover Crops as Focal Point to Raising The Land Value Through Both Conventional and Organic Farming Systems 

	SUMMARY*: 
The introduction of cover crops , catch crops and (living) mulch into cropping systems is known to have beneficial effects in particular on soil
 improvement (e.g. organic matter and soil structure, nitrogen production , soil microbial activity , nutrient enhancement), pest management and weed suppression. These benefits need to be balanced against potential disadvantages related to water and nutrient consumption of the cover crops, the presence of specific insects and diseases and additional management requirements at farm level. To be effective, cover crops and mulch systems require changes in farm practices and need to be suited to specific production systems and agro-climatic conditions. 
The project shall extend the existing knowledge as well as develop novel cropping systems and best practices based on cover, catch crops and (living)  much to increase the duration of soil coverage by plant canopies, introduce diversity to crop rotation and reduce the need for and intensity of soil tillage.

 Different cover crops strategies must be selected depending upon the main purpose for which they are being grown. The long term green manures. Leys, usually established for two or three years, are a basic part of many organic arable rotations. Where animals are present on the farm the leys would usually be grazed or cut for silage but in stockless systems they are normally cut monthly during the summer period and the mowings allowed to remain on the surface as mulch. Such leys may be pure clover (when nitrogen fixation is a priority) or a grass/clover mixture (when organic matter build up is also important). Cover crops are used in intercropping systems. On arable farms leys are usually established by undersowing them in the preceding cereal crop – this gives the green manure a longer growth period and can help in weed control. A similar thing can be done with horticultural crops but care is needed to avoid too much competition. The practice may be particularly valuable as a pest control measure. A wide variety of cover crops can be used as green manures in different situations and the list below is not exhaustive. General characteristics for suitability might include cheapness of seed, rapid germination and growth, competitiveness with weeds, ability to grow in nutrient-poor soil, ease of incorporation and unlikeliness to return as a weed in the next crop. The basic division is into legumes and non-legumes. Some species (especially red and white clover) have been highly bred to provide particular characteristics as forage crops and for these there is a wide choice of cultivars. In other cases there may be no choice of variety at all. It may be difficult to get hold of the seed of some crops but they are listed below as they may be beneficial in particular situations. Legumes are generally considered to be nitrogen fixing but this will only happen in the presence of correct strains of Rhizobium bacteria. For more common legume species these will certainly be present naturally in the soil but some more unusual species may benefit from inoculating the seed before sowing. CLOVERS (Trifolium spp.) are the most widely grown crops for fertility building purposes. Red clover (Trifolium repens) is the most common component in grass/clover leys since it is very persistent, producing a branching network of creeping stems and buds very close to the ground. It is the most common legume used for grazing leys. Subterranean clover (Trifolium subterraneum) is a prostrate plant with long branched creeping stems. It may be particularly suitable for intercropping. Non Legumes will not fix nitrogen but can be very effective at preventing nitrate leaching, adding organic matter to the soil and smothering weeds. This project aims to adapt cover crops in organic rotation to aid nitrogen management and maintain soil structure in Egypt.


	KEYWORDS: 
Cover crop, green manure, legumes, intercropping, mulch system, organic farming, nitrogen fixation  

	TYPE OF PROJECT Funding scheme : Collaborative Project (small or medium-scale focused research project targeted to SMEs)

	PARTNER SOUGHT

	COUNTRY (IES) (if relevant): Any 


	EXPERTISE REQUESTED*: 
Organic agriculture and green manure system and their applications.
Chemical analysis

Soil management

Economical studies
Microbiology

Germplasm
ROLE: 
( Technology  development               •• Research                ( Training

             ( Dissemination                               ( Demonstration         ( Other (specify): …………….

	ORGANISATION TYPE:  

••Public body (Research organization/university/lab)   SME/ SME association    Other private actor 
 Not for profit organization     Regional body/agency   Other (specify)

Any    


	HOW MANY PARTNERS ARE REQUIRED?
	5-10
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